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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-—AGRICULTURAL BANK.
Manager’s Enlistment.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary: With regard to the departure of
Mr. Abcy, manager of the Agricultural
Bank, on active service, 1, Has Mr. Abey
resigned from the position? 2, If not, (a)
Has he been assured of reinstatement in his
position on his return from active service?
{b) While on active service will Mr. Abey
be in receipt of any remuneration what-
ever from the State Government?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
No. 2, {a) Yes; (b) Contributions to
superannuation fund only.

QUESTION—CATTLE, NORTHERN
SHIPMENTS.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary: What ships have brought cattle
from the North and North-West during the
months of June and July, 1940, to Fre-
mantle and other southern ports? (a) What
were the carrying capacities of such ships
as regards eattle? (b) How many eaitle
were actually carried in each of such ships?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
following vessels have brought cattle from
the North and North-West during the
months of June and July, 1940, to Fre-
mantle, No eattle have been discharged at
other southern ports:—

(a) (b)
Capae- No. arrived
ity. Fremautle.

Koolinda (2/6/40) 400 494
Charen (9/6/40) 420 415
Koolinda (15/6/40) 400 407
Centaur (23/6/40) 450 399

(Mortality 28;
loaded 427.)
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(a) {b}

Capae- No. arrived

ity. Fremantle.
Koolama (25/6/40) .. 500 496
Gorgon (8/7/40) 450 436
Koolinda (13/7/40) 400 399
Koolama (14/7/40) 500 506
Charon (22/7/40) 420 415
Eoolama (31/7/40) 500 501

QUESTION—BASIC WAGE.
Application to Government Employees.

Hon, E. H. H. HALL asked the Chief
Secretary: Do the adjustments made to the
basic wage by the Arbitration Court affect
the salartes of all officers employed by the
Government?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: Yes,
subject to the provistons of the Civil Ser-
vice agreements and classifieations.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
tc Hon. C. B. Williams (South) on the
ground of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sixth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. A. DIMMITT (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [4.37]: Before speaking in
favour of the motion for the presentation
of the Address-in-reply, I desire to add my
congratulations to those already proffered
to the seven members of this Chamber who
have again secured the confidence of the
electors of their respective Provinees. I
also wish to congratulate the three new
members on their election and to venture
the opinion that, as a result of their entry
into this House, our debating strength has
been definitely improved. Like previous
speakers, Y express my desire to do what I
personally can to aid Australia in her war
efforts. I assure the Government that my
earnest wish is to help it to play the part
it is playing and the part it will be called
upon to play in Australia’s all-in war ef-
fort. I sineerely hope that effort will be
more gomplete in the near future than it
appears to be at the present moment.
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I congratulate the Government and the
‘Commissioner of Railways upon the suceess
which has at last erowned their endeavowrs
to make the Federal authorities realise the
Dpotential value of our Government railway
workshops and of other engineering estab-
lishments in the State as manufacturing
units in Australia’s attempt at self-suffici-
cney in the supply of munitions and arma-
menis. Whilst eongratulating the Gov-
ernment on its suecess in that diree-
tion, I am frankly disappointed at the
lack of success which has aitended the
Department of Industry in securing the
sympathy and support of Eastern States
mannfacturers to the point where they
would decide to come to Western Aus-
tralia and establish  braneh factories.
It appears to me that there is something
fundamentally wrong with the industrial set-
up of Western Australia that acts as a bar
io our progress. Evidently the time is ripe
for some effort to he made to seeure an
alteration to our Workers’ Compensation
Act, some liberalisation of our apprentice-
ship arrangements and some ecasement of
the statutary proportions of junior te senior
labour in some of our industries.

Several members who have spoken on this
motion have referred to the closing down of
a small but quite important manufacturing
industry in this State. This matter has been
menttoned at some length in the Press and
tke Minister for Industrial Development
has  made some comments—rather un-
vonvineing comments. However, the loss
©of this industry and the failure of prac-
tically every attempt to induce FEastern
States manufacturers to establish branch
factories in Western Australia should give
the department some very definite lines of
research; and, if, as a result of that
research, the department is able to put its
finger on the venl enuses, then I consider
jts task is to urge that those real causes be
removed, Unless and until those canses are
removed, Western Australin eannot hope to
reach the industrial position that every
member of this Mounse and of the publie, be
he unionist or employer, desires to reach.
If the Minister is not prepared to remove
those eauses, then it is fotile for him to try
to deccive himself and the puoblie that this
‘State ean be developed industrially. If this
State cannot he developed industrially be-
eause of disahilities whieh eould he removed

[COUNCIL.]

but which the Government apparently is not
prepared to remove, then let us be honest
about the whole position. Let us forget our
ineffectual efforts to develop along industrial
lines and get back to the position we cecu-
pied when we realised that this State was
one of primary production, and let us get
behind the primary producer and have an
all-in effort to help him to prosperify.

Actnally our industrial engineer, Mr.
Fernie, could be very profitably employed in
some other direction. I wish to assure the
Minister that I make this statement with a
wish to be helpful and net in any spirit of
carping criticism. I econsider that Mr.
Fernie, who is an industrial engineer—and
there is no person beiter fitted to make in-
quiries into industry than is an industrial
engineer—eould be well employed investi-
gating the operations of the State Trading
Concerns, As a result of sueh investigation
he could more than likely effect savings and
economies, and step-up the production of
such concerns as the State Sawmills and
the State Brickworks. He could also exa-
mine the operations of other Btate activi-
fHes sueh us the railways, tramways and the
clectrieity supply. All those undertakings
could be investigated, and I am sure that
the managers of the manufacturing ¢oncerns
and the departmental heads would be
anxious and willing to co-operate in such
an investigation. I feel convineced that eco-
nomies could be effected and that much good
wonld come of it.

There is another nseful work that our in-
dustrial engineer counld conveniently and
well undertake, and that is the co-ordination
of all the transport aetivity of the many
Government departments, Thereby he could
save quite a lot of overlapping and quite a
lot of waste. I feel disturbed ahout the un-
employed position, and I realise that the
Government is disturbed. It is depressing
to find that there are so many men de-
pending upon the Government, in spite of
the numher who have enlisted and the
smaller nomber of internces. T believe that
the Government’s difficulties are going to in-
erease rather than lessen hecause, when pet-
rol rationing has eompleted the deadly task
of erippling the motor industry, there will
he thousands of men thrown out of work.
This reminds me that Sir Hal (olebatch re-
ferred lnst night to the motor industry ond
raid there were many people usclessly em-
ployed in the selling end of the petrol and
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motor business. Similar criticism could be
levelled against any industry. Admittedly
there arve too many petrol pumps. Equally
true is it that there are too many milkmen,
too many butchers, toco many grocers, and
maybe too many parliamentarians.

Hon, J. Cornell: There are foe many
people with motor cars thet eannot afford
them.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: Many of the
people I have enumerated are uselessly em-
ployed, but I ask Sir Hal whether it is bet-
ter that those hundreds of people referred
to should be uselessly employed or that they
should be uselessly unemployed. The peirol
rationing will affect the income of the Gov-
ernment.  Not only will the Government
have as its responsibility thousands of un-
employed people who to-day are engaged in
the industry, but its revenwue will suffer
through the loss that will be oceasioned hy
the lesser amount of petrol tax collected by
the Commonwealth and distributed through
the Federal Aid Roads Grant. It means
that this Government’s revenue will he
greatly reduced, and that the activities of
the Main Roads Board, which is a large
employing agency, will be seriously cur-
tailed.

As we have not made an outstanding sue-
cess of our industrial development, I sug-
gested a few moments ago that we should get
behind our primarvy industries and try to
develop them. In referring to primary in-
dustries, I do not mean only the pas-
toral, agricultural and dairying industries,
although I certninly include them. I do not
know just how the prospecting scheme is
going along to-day, whether it is still an
aetive organisation; but it did excellent work
in the past, and I would suggest that the
Government might consider either reviving
or further developing that scheme. For it
does appear to me that mining represents a
highly valuable employing agency. I would
also suggest to the Government to consider
the possibility of re-emtering that scheme
in which we were associated from 1934 1o
1938 with the Queensland Government and
the Commonweaith Government. It will be
rememhbered that during those four years
Western Australia had enc-quarter share of
the financial responsibility, Queensland a
quarter share, and the Commonwealth a half
share in financing an aerial geophysical and
geological survey of all that eountry north
of the 22nd parallel. Whilst we must admit
that the richest belt of Western Australian
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country lies south of that parrallel, it must
equally be admitted that there are known
deposits of valuable mineruls north of that
line. When the Government withdrew from
that scheme at the end of 1938, it stated as
its reason a Dbelief that the whole of that
area had been fully investigated. However,
it is hard to credit that a vast belt of eountry
400,000 square miles in extent eould have
been completely investigated during that
period. Still, the scene has changed and
war has now intruded on our ecalculations.
The need of certain minerals for war pur-
poses is to-day both pressing ond urgent;
and if justification did exist for this Gov-
ernment’s withdrawal from the scheme in
1938, there are to-day strong reasons, in
face of the war, for a resumption of the
eo-operation of this Government with the
Governments of the Commonwealth and
Queensland. Some two or three months
ago I had the pleasure of travelling from
Albury to Melbourne witly Sir Herhert
Gepp, the father of the scheme; and he
indicated to me that if the Western Aus-
tralian Government was prepared to re-enter
the scheme, he believed it would be able
to do so on a muech smaller annnal payment
than it was involved in previcusly. I dis-
cussed the matter with the Premier, who
was strongly sympathetie, and who referred
the matter to the Minister for Mines; but
I do urge upon our Government a com-
plete and thorough investization into the
possibilities T have suggested; because, as
1 siated previously, the present require-
ments are for war puorposes. But the
post-war period will bring its own pro-
blems, and not the least of them will
be that of unemployment; and goodness
knows unemployment is a big enough pro-
blem to-day! Mining, however, seems to
me to present real employing possibilities,
equal, if not superior, to the possibilities
in many other industries. There is an-
other point. When this war is over, there
will be thousands of land-hungry people;
and whilst we, or some of ws, may spurn
the North, some of those thousands of
people will look to our open spaces as a
possible haven of refuge from the battle-
torn eountries of ¥urope; and if we do
not develop this land, then we in Western
Australia are likely to stand arraigned he-
fore the bar of international opinion as
people completely unworthy to
bolding it.

continue
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HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) [4.58]: 1 wish to join other
speakers in congratulating those old mem-
bers who have been returned, after hav-
ing faced the electors, endorsed as
perfectly qualified fo earry on the dut-
jes of this Chamber. 1 welcome two
hon. members whe have come into the
House with legislative experience. Therc
is firstly Sir Hal Colebatek, whom we
may look upon as somewhat in the nature
of a prodigal returned; for he tells us that
be has come back without a motor ear, but
rich in experience. In these days motor
cars are apparently a necessity for every-
one; so that if Sir Hal is not possessed of
a motor car, he really is something in the
nature of a prodigal son, Mr, Welsh, who
has had experience in another place,
will find this Chamber quite suited to
his temperament; and I have no douht that
here he will render, as he has already ren-
dered elsewhere, good service to the North-
West. Mr. Roche I wish to congratulate,
and I welcome him as a new member. I
assure Mr. Roche that my own experience
over the years I have been here enables me
to state with every confidence that he can
count upon the kindest of consideration
from fellow-members, and that they wiil
assist him in every way, as is done in the
case of all new members. The two mem-
bers who have fallen by the wayside did
their utmost while here, and rendered valu-
able serviee to their eomstituents. Moreover,
they were honourable gentlemen in every
sense of the term; and we extend te them
our sympathy on not having been again re-
turned for their constitnencies. To Mr.
Angelo, who has left us on account of ill-
health, the cordial bope may be expressed
that he will be restored as the result of his
retirement, and that we shall see him here
fgain at some future time.

With regard to the Government's pro-
gramme for the present session, I am pre-
pared to snppert the aetion that an
array of Bills is not presented to mem-
bers. The Government has been taken
to task for not foreshadowing its pro-
gramme of legislation, but I support the
method that hns been followed. The idea is
that we should all eoncentrate an winning
the war and I feel sure that if we carry ont
that objeetive we shall he successful in
bringing the confliet to a suceessful ending
from onr point of view. We should do our

[COUNCIL.]

best to assist Great Britain in the direction
of enabling the Empire to give the king hit
to the gentlemen across the channel,

Hon. G. W. Miles: Why gentlemen?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: The hon.
member can eall them anything clse he
pleases. The Empire stands slone in this
task at the present time but with our energy
and resourees I have no fear of the re-
sult. It is my intention to support the
Government to the fullest extent in any-
thing that is suggested or brought forward
for our support to achieve the end that we
all desire. A successful issne will bring us
the great reward of continuation of that
freedowy we so highly prize. To lose is un-
thinkable; so let us be one people with one
cause, dropping the ins-and-outs tactics of
peace time and the recrimination of party
politics. Our men will have to he ready for
the hour when Great Britain will call upon
them to do their share in the final battle,
and it has always been that final battle that
has brought victory to the Empire,

In the Federal sphere Labour has refused
to joiu in the formation of a National Gov-
ernment. There may be just as much to be
said for Labour's side of the ease because
we know what has happened in the last
few months. The actions of Sir Earle Page,

Mr. Cameron, and Mr. Thorby have
led members of the Labour Party
to supply the zetort obvions. On

the other hand, there has been a gennine
gesture from the industrialists all over Aus-
tralia. This cannot be overloocked. Indus-
trial unions and individaal members of the
unions have given liberal finaneinl support
to frec-of-interest loans. There has also
been a volantary extension of working hours
on the part of Federal and State Govern-
ment officials, and in  Western Ausiralia
there has been the aceeptance of the sup-
- gestion by the heads of the Trades Hall to
form 2 joint committee with the Fmployers’
Federntion to review complaints or difficul-
ties that may arise, with a view fo estab-
lishing industrial peace during the period of
the war., The arrangement that has been
entered into does not seek to alter awards
or oppose any approach fo the eourt; it
extends and retains good will on hoth sides
through the medinm of round-table diseus-
sions. The arrangement is working satis-
factorily and T am sure that what has heon
done will be honnd to lTead to helter results
in the fature.
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Members will have seen the declaration
Ly the Minister for Commerce with regard
to Britain's requirements of primary pro-
duce in the coming year. What we were
told was, in a sense, doleful. It was that
wheat, beef, lambs and fruit may not find
a market. Should that be so, our primary
products will be badly hit. It will certainly
react badly on the State becanse those com-
modities might be said to be the prineipal
exports of our primary products. I sug-
gest to the Chief Secretary that he should
assure the House that aclive assistance
and adviee will be given to our far-
mers 4in the direction of growing those
products that will prove profitable to
them, namely, pork, eggs and buiter.
While on the subject of exports I might be
permitted to particularise in the matter of
butter. We have a eonsiderable area under
wheat and in many instanees the farmer
has endeavoured to bring in additional reve-
nue by assisting himself in the direction of
keeping a few cows, pigs and poultry. The
difficulty, however, has been that there has
been an absence of co-operation between
these people and the Department of Agri-
culture, a co-operation that might have been
instrumental in the farmers receiving in-
struction to the extent of raising them
to a state of efliciency from which
they would derive eonsiderably better
resnlts. I feel almost ashamed to have
to say that the butter manufactnred
from the ¢ream that is sent to the factory
is snch that it eannot be exported to
England. Recently the suggestion was made
that any butter exported below 83 was a bad
advertisement for the State. That class of
butter should not be exported st all. All
the same it has been exported for some ycars.
The point I wish to make is that favmers
throughout the wheat areas are in the un-
fortnnate position that they have never had
that instroetion or help fromn the department
to which they were eniitled. If butter is
produced under the required grade, there can
he no market for if, because the lower priced
margaring will take its place. Farmers are
now looking towards the coming spring
which they hope will be the means of finane-
ing them over the year. There is also the
question of transport from the farmer’s home
to the railway and again transport by rail
to the factory. In some instanees eream has
to be conveyed over a distance of 200 miles.
Some men are now heing employed to give
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instruetion, but it must be a year before any
result can follow from that instruction. In
any case the instructors ecannot cover all the
areas in the time at their disposal. This year
Geraldton, Northampton, Nabawa and Walk-
away have experienced good seasons and
feed there is very good, A year or two ago
they were in a rather bad way and no help
by way of instroction was available for them.
I have letters in my office from people there
complaining of the treatment they are re-
ceiving from the factories when, as a matter
of fact, the factories are not to blame. The
farmers are supplying eream of an inferior
quality when they should be sending to the
factory cream of a grade that would yield

. butter worthy of the name of butter. 1

trust the Chief Secretary will refer the
matter fo the Minister for Agrieulture
with a view to immediate steps being taken
to establish eontact with dairy farmers so
that the economie loss that has occurred from
year to year will be ended and the butter
being asked for by Great Britain will be
supplied in greater quantity than has hither-
to been the case.

Ordinarily there are a few matters coneern-
ing the Metropolitan-Suburban Provinee
with which I would deal, but in view of the
need for our getting to work on important
legislation as early as possible, and for ocur
placing no diffienlties in the way of the Gov-
ernment, I will refrain from touching upon
those subjects. I conclude by expressing the
hope that we will all do our part to help in
bringing a silver lining to the dark clond
caused by the war and that shortly we shall
be able to congratulate ourselves upon an
outcome of the European confliet favourable
to the British Empire.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [5.17]:
T do not desire to detain the House for long
but wonld like to make one or two remarks,
particularly as I happen to be one of those
memhers who had to faee the electors re-
cently and was included amongst those who
received congratulations on their re-elec-
tion, I wish to join other speakers in wel-
coming new members who have saeeeeded
those who have fallen by the wayside. We
regret that some who stood for re-election
failed to secure the necessary majority, but
we must extend a hearty weleome to those
who have taken their places, and particularly
to our old friend, Sir Hal Colebateh, whom
we are glad to sce with us once move. Not
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only has he already given us an interesting
outline of the great benefit his travels in
other parts of the globe have been to him,
but I feel sure that from time to time his
readiness in debate and his experience will
be of great advantage to this Chamber and
to the Government of Western Anstralia.

The Lieut.-(iovernor's Speceh dealt prin-
cipally with war matters and gave no out-
line of the mensures that are to receive our
consideration. I hope we shall not have a
repetition of what we experienced last ses-
sion when measures of a contentions kind
-were hrought down in spite of the assurance
we received that no legislation of an irritat-
ing character would be introduced. One
Bill we passed was to prevent profiteering
and [ think that messure bas caused more
mischief than any other that has been passed
since I have been in this House. Many in-
stances could be quoted where that class of
legislation has tended to ereate profiteering
rather than prevent it. The fixation of the
price of meat which has been referred to by
reveral members had the effect of almost
ruining various men with whom I am ae-
quainted. Men who have heen engaged in
industry for many years have learned that
there are particular periods when seasons are
bed and it has been necessary for them to
make provision against times when there was
ne natural food availahle. Those engaged in
the butehering trade well know that there
are certain times of the year when they can
go on the market and freely buy meat at 2d.
gnd 3d. a pound, subsequently making hand-
some profits out of the deal.  Bui when
growers are struggling to find feed just to
keep their flocks alive, butchers have to pay
rather a big price for the meat und are thus
unable to make the very handsome profits
they were previously enjoying. The action
taken by the Commissioner as a result of
the powers granted to him last session, how-
ever, enabled profiteering to take place. The
price was fixed, I understand, following a
certain threat, but while those in the trade
made substantial gains, the folk who hap-
pened to be putting their stock on the mar-
ket at that time experienced severe losses.
Many have withheld their stock from the
market altogether, having been advised to
do so. In consequence, they have had to
forego the chance of making any return at
present in the hope that they will be able
to make up the leeway in the coming 12
months.

[COUNGIL.]

Far greater worries are involved in the
raising of stock to-day than were experi-
enced in the past, Foxes have constituted
the greatest menace and some of those who
undertook the production of early lambs for
the market had te discontinue their opera-
tions on account of the onslaughts of this
pest. By arrangement with the bankers or
stock firms under whose advice they acted,
they ceased dealing with ewes for the rais-
ing of lambs and concentrated upon what
are called “dry sheep,” wethers, for the mar-
ket. They were accustomed, at the end of the
year, to buy a good class of forward stores
or fat sheep and in the summer feed them
well on preserved fodder, put aside specially
for the purpose. There has always been & hig
increase in prices at that most eritieal time
of the year when so few people can place
fat stock on the market, for what I have
said applies to animals other than sheep.
But on this occasion, those who relinquished
lamb-raising for the other activity I have
mentioned are the very people who suffered
at the hands of the profiteers under the
recent price-fixing. They lost not only all
the fodder they had put into their stock but
also any chance of profit, thus being worse
off than before. In one year they were
almost ruined. They now have to cast round
for some other source of income. To under-
take general pastoral business is not possible
for they lack sufficient land.  Those men
have becn absolutely taken down.  They
were not consulted in the matter and have
snffered severely as a result of the Commis-
sioner’s action. I anderstood, when the mea-
snre was debated in this Chamber, that the
Commissioner would have to give considera-
tion to nll the side issuos eonnected with
price fixing and confer with people diveetly
concerned, But I am quite confident from
what I have heard from those who have
been affected that the decision was to them
a bolt from the blue. They had not heen
consulted and knew nothing of what was
happening. As a result of what oecurred,
their market was knocked out.

In travelling around I have come in con-
tact with a number of people who have ex-
pressed concern about the existing econdi-
tion of affairs in the wheat industry. They
are in serions difficulties, having had a
series of very had years. Some of them
showed me letters they have received from
the Government threatening to cut off their
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water supplies unless they pay their rates.
They assured me that all they could do was
to write to the authorities pointing out that
all their wheat, and consequently the whole
of their year's income, had been taken from
them. Because of the control exercised by
the Government over wheat, their erops have
been handed over and in many instances the
bank has taken the whole of the pro-
ceeds and charged them not only for
the money advanced for the year but
also with expenses incurred during the
two or three previous bad years. In
some instances the men are left with very
little cash. One persom had only £20 on
which to maintain his family for the whole
year, and another had only £50, on which
to finance another crop. Unless the water
rates were paid the settlers were told that
water would be cut off. They had stock
running on their holdings. If the water
were cut off some of them felt they would
have to sell their stock rather than run the
risk of having a forced sale at & moment’s
notice. Many of the farmers, therefore,
made np their minds to get the stock off
their properties rather than await the expir-
ation of the fortnight’s notice. The Govern-
ment 1s constantly saying it is sympathetie
towards the man on the land, and that it
treats every case on its merits. Many of the
geftlers have been so worried by their ex-
peviences that they have been driven almost
insanc. We find, however, that the Govern-
ment is not giving consideration in many
instances to these people. I know of settlers
who three years ago could not pay their
rates. In some cases the rates were written
off, but in others it was thought that the
settlers could pay and every effort was made
to induce them to do so. Some of these
people did not get any water although they
were expected to pay the rates. Because of
the dry season the Government was unable
to send any water through the pipes. Water
bad, therefore, to be brought by train. The
settlers concerned were still being rated for
the water, and then the Government de-
manded that they should also pay for the
water they received hy rail. The matter is
a serious one,

Hon. W. J. Mann:
pected to pay twice?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: They do.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: They are ex-
pected to pay for services they do not get
and have been charged for water that is not

Are the settlers ex-
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supplied. 1t was bad enough that they
had to get the water by means of the rail-
way service, because the trains are so often
late that the farmers had to wait somefimes
far into the night before they could gei de-
livery of the water.

Hon, H. V. Piesse: The same procedure is
followed in all country towns.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I am sure if
the community realised the enormty of
these proceedings they would not return to
ofice a Government that would do such
things,

Hon, W. J. Mann: Do the people pay for
the water that eomes by rail as well as the
rates that are charged up to them?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Yes. They pay
for the water that comes by rail and they
bave to pay a water rate of 64, per acre
per annum. They also have the expense of
earting the water for several miles from the
point of delivery. Although there was no
water available to eome through the pipes
from the dams they still had to pay their
water rates. These are some of the cireum-
stances that place men on the land in sueh
difienlties and barass them to such an ex-
tent. They are not mere pinpricks but are
of a really scrions nature. These people
have been fighting against the existing sys-
tem for several years. I feel I cannot speak
too often on this matter or stress it ioo
vehemently. Some real consideration should
be given to the settlers concerned.

Sometimes I think it is a pity that offic-
ials should be set over their fellows when
those officials know nothing about the trials
and troubles that are encountered by the man
on the land. T am not veferring particularly
to the Agricultural Bank, but to the private
banks as well. The officials who have not
been made to go throngh the mill themselves,
endeavour to conduct a farm faced
with all the difficulties that are experienced
by the settlers. If they had that experience
they would be more tolerant and more likely
to consider the position of the farmer. It is
all very well for the Government to embark
upon the pelicy of endeavouring to put
people back on the land. T doubt whether
it would be possible to induece anyone who
had once turned down a farming property
to go back to it. Most of the farmoers and
their families have struggled very hard
against adversity. Some of them have put
all their money into the ventures and have
certainly done a great deal of work. They
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have been living on hope. The storekeepers
have trusted them and done all that was
possible for them. When the Glovernment
hes made available money for people
on the land the storekeeper has gen-
erally been left high and dry. In times of
stress people who have had a first mortgage
have probably realised 17s. to 20s. in the
pound, but the storekeeper who has carried
the farmers along has frequently received
no more than 2s. 6d. in the pound. I ean-
not understand why, when the Agrieultural
Bank Commissioners are dividing the
monevs they receive for these purposes,
they should be so hard upon the storekeeper.
Their action has made things much more
difMealt for the man on the land to get any
eredit. These were some of the matters
that were brought before me during my re-
cent campaign. 1 travelled about the coun-
try where the settlers were having a diffienlt
time because of the bad scason. We know
how had the season has been, and how low
are commodity prices. In one year the
prices were a little better, but in most in-
stances on that oceasion the erops were
relatively short. Although the price im-
proved the farmers did not harvest a suffi-
ciently large crop to enable them to get out
of the troubles that had come upen them in
previous years. It is remarkable that we
should have had another dry year such as
that which was steuck when war broke out
in 1914, The season that marked the out-
break of the present war is practically the
same as that which marked the outbreak of
the Great War. All over Australia a dread-
ful drought has been experienced. No doubt
there are patches where the effects of the
drought have not been so scverely felt, but
in most districts thronghout the Common-
wealth people associated with the land have
hoen greatly affected. Not only has that
heen so in the ease of wheat farmers, but
in the ease of those engaged in pastoral pur-
suits. T speak feelingly when 1 think of the
worries and troubles that all concerned are
experieneing. They are suffering losses in
vvery form; if these are not due to foxes
they are due to some other cause.

Hon, T. B. Bolton: Poor old farmer!

on, V. TTAMERSLEY: Yes, the farmer
has to earry the load for the rest of the
community. Those who are endeavouring
to grow sheep in the wheat areas are suaf-
fering from one trouble or another. I have
heen concerned to notice the enormous sums

[COUNCIL.)

of money that are being borrowed by vari-
ous Australian Governments.

Hon. L. B. Bolton; The manufacturer has
not had the same help as that which has
been given to the farmer,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: He has had a
wonderful spin. He has put upon the
farmer’s back all kinds of extraordinary
charges for everything that is required in
connection with the land. The farmer has
heen unable to pass on those charges. He
has to produce his wheat without any assist-
ance, and the same thing applies to the
grower of wool.

The greatest competitor wool has ever had
is cotton. The Federal Government very
readily gave a bonus for the growing of
cotton. In other words, it was prepared to
assist the foreigner, who is the only man
who can suceessfully grow that commodity,
and who generally produces big families,
whereas the average Australian family is
not a big one. The population of Australia
is not inereasing as it should. I doubt
whether much headway will be made as =
result of the bonus given for the production
of cotten. What the Government shounld do
is to give a bonus to encourage people to
produce more wool. I notice that the Arbi-
tration Court has put another burden upon
wool by increasing the cost of shearing. Mr.
Dimmitt asked, “How can we expect this
State to progress?’ The position affects
the manufacturer and everyone else. The
costs of production continue to mount
higher and higher, What progress ¢can a
person make if he has to produce goods at
u higher cost and eannot get from the sale
of those goods something in addition to en-
able him to support himself and his family¥
I regret the season has not heen an improve-
ment over those of previous years. The
outlook is serious. I had hoped that the
Government would decide that in these times
we should go on without further borrowing
of money. The Commonwealth Government
has becn spending enormous sums in its war
efforts, and there should be snfficient work
to absorb all the unemployed. I hope it
will be possible to put our house in order
and achieve better results than have been
obtained in the last few years. As the sea-
son advances I trust it will be possible to
inform the wheatgrowers where they stand.
From what I gather the outlook is sueh that
it is not worth their while to put in greater
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areas of wheat. They want to know whether
to turn their crops into hay or use them
for some other purpose.

On motion by Hon. . M. Heenan, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT---SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—West) [5.44]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
Tuesday, the 13ith August.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 545 p.m.

Legislative Assembly.
Wednesday, 7th August, 1940,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. North, leave of absence
for two weeks granted to Mr. J. H, Smith
(Nelson) on the ground of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Sizth Day.

MR. MANN (Beverley) [4.34]: Since we
met last year, events in Europe have moved
rapidly, and we find Australin nearer to the
possibility of invasion than it has ever
been. There has been much criticism of
the attitude of the Commonwealth Govern-
menft towards defence measures, but T am
satisfied that we are not sufficiently con-
versant with the position to pass judg-
ment. One thing is clear and that is that
whereas one could expect that to-day of ail
times there should be uniformity of ideas,
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particularly amongst members of the Gov-
ernment, there is actually a confliet of
opinion. I think the majority of members
of this House will regret that both parties
in the Federal sphere have not seen fit to
form a war Cabinet, as was done in Eng-
land. We are fighting a big battle and it
is for the people of Australia te realise the
position. To me the most extiraordinary
faet is that such a comparatively small
number of men is to be mobilised for the
defence of Australia. In my opinion there
should be at least a million men under
arms. Every man between the ages of 18
and 50 should have a full course of two
months in camp. O0ld soldiers who are
members of this Chamber will recall that
those of uws who served in the last war
were not knocked into shape in five minntes.
We were in ecamp a long time before going
into action; and we are still playing our
part, together with other returned soldiers
in Australin. The question is asked as to
where we should put all the men if addi-
tional numbers were mobilised. By reply
is that therc are many racecourses that
could bhe used. The Show Grounds at
Claremont are used as a training area,
and racecourses could be similarly ntilised.
If the whole of the youth of this State
were put into camp for two months’ train-
ing, even though their services might never
be required, the training they received
would prove the fincst benefit we eould be
stow upon them. TUnfortunately there is a
tendency on the part of our young men fo-
day to lack the diseipline to which we of
an clder generation were subjected. Un-
doubtedly many men will be required for
the defence of this country in the future,
and I hope that a more cxtensive scheme
for the protection of Australia will he es-
tablished. I trost that instead of having
so much congestion in the cities, men will
be tnken into the countrv and trained
there. Some people ask where we would
find non-eommissioned officers to train re-
eruits. T think that many of the old sol-
diers would willingly give their serviees in
that direction. To the credit of the
country areas it must be said that the re-
turned soldiers and rifle elubs are prepared
to give help, and trainces could receive
instruetion from those sourees. 1 am
afraid that the rifle elubs have not meceived
from the military authorities the full re-



